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1. Consider adoption of City Council 
Policy on Historic Markers 
in the Public Right of Way 

2. Review and provide direction on 
draft proposal to commemorate 
Ching Lee Laundry 



Background

• Staff believe City Council should 
determine what markers are 
approved in the public right of 
way

• Policy proposal covers public 
right of way such as streets, 
sidewalks etc. Does not cover 
markers on private property, 
parks, buildings etc.



• Evaluation Criteria 
1. Historical significance – place of public interest, represents person or 

individual. Should recognition of individual be posthumous?

2. Site not currently marked

3. Within public right of way controlled by City

4. Conforms with ADA standards

5. Funding available – private donations or by Council commitment 

• Approval Process
• Council resolution 

• Preferred Design



Preferred 
Design 

& Location

•Avoids conflicts with 
active use of public spaces

•Conforms with ADA 
standards

•Maintenance 



Recommended: 
In-Ground Prototype 



Above-Ground 



Above-Ground 



Ching Lee 
Laundry 
Proposal







Considerations: 

• Should individuals be commemorated posthumously?

• Does Council have a preferred prototype/design?

• Should the City take on responsibility of installing and maintaining these 
markers?

Historic Marker Policy
(Action by Resolution)

Staff Recommendation: Approve the San Mateo City Council Policy on Historic 
Markers in the Public Right of Way



Ching Lee Laundry Draft Proposal
(Direction only)

• Does Council support a historic marker to commemorate the former site 
of the Ching Lee Laundry?

• Does Council support the proposed Ching Lee Laundry marker in its 
current design & location?
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